Beaminster Town Council

Minutes of the Town Council meeting held on Tuesday 25" March 2025 in the Cowie Room, Public Hall
commencing at 7.00 pm.

3100

3101

3102

3103

Members present — ClIr Turner (Chairman), Clir Dawkins, Clir Gillings, Clir Gunning and Cllr Tuff; also
Christine Bright (Town Clerk), Clir Craig Monks (Dorset Council) and one member of the public.

Dorset Police — in the absence of a police representative no report was received.

Dorset Councillor — In the absence of Clir Craig Monks the Town Clerk read a report submitted in
his absence as follows:

Clay Lane Crossing Assessment

| am happy to report progress on assessing Clay Lane for a potential crossing area. Officers have
agreed to conduct another assessment and will be meeting with me and any interested Town
Councillors to further evaluate the site and explore feasible options.

Parking and Traffic Issues on Hogshill Street

Following concerns raised by residents, | met with officers to discuss parking and traffic issues on
Hogshill Street. Officers are currently working on potential solutions to reduce inappropriate
parking and accidents. This includes the possible installation of one or two disabled bays near the
crossing to provide blue badge holders with a safe parking location.

Saturday Bus Service Funding Application

The funding application for reintroducing a Saturday bus service is progressing well and has now
reached the final stage. We are hopeful for a positive confirmation soon, which would be a
significant boost for local transport accessibility.

Pollution in the Brit

| recently met with staff from Wessex Water to discuss pollution levels in the River Brit. | am
optimistic that a collaborative approach, involving local partnerships, could help address these
issues. Potential solutions include improvements in highway maintenance and better management
of field runoff to mitigate pollution sources.

Neighbourhood Plan Questionnaire & VE Day

Finally, | would like to congratulate the Town Council on the successful production and distribution
of the Neighbourhood Plan questionnaire. This is an important step in shaping the future of our
community. Additionally, | commend the hard work put into planning for VE Day, ensuring that we
properly commemorate this significant historical event.

Enforcement Officer — In the absence of the Enforcement Officer no report was received.
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3104

3105

3106

3107

3108

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

(e)

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies for absence were received from Clir Body, Clir Corbett and Dorset Councillor Craig
Monks.

MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 215T JANUARY 2025
The minutes of the Town Council meeting held on 215 January 2025 having previously been
circulated were confirmed and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST & DISPENSATIONS
Clir Tuff declared a prejudicial interest in agenda item 9 (b) — Prout Bridge Project.

PAYMENTS AND RECEIPTS

Members were circulated with details of the payments made in March 2025 including cheque
numbers 106043 — 106049, direct debits, credit card and bank payments; also cheque numbers
100057 and 100059 from the CB3 account totalling £27,488.31; also receipts totalling £4,556.99
(copy attached). Members RESOLVED adoption as presented.

RESOLVE MINUTES OF FOLLOWING COMMITTEE MEETINGS

Community Engagement Committee meeting held on 23™ January 2025

The minutes of the Extraordinary Community Engagement Committee meeting held on 23" January
2025 having previously been circulated were NOTED.

There being no items raised for discussion, members RESOLVED adoption.

CB3 Management Committee meeting held on 10" February 2025

The minutes of the CB3 Management Committee meeting held on 10t February 2025 having
previously been circulated were NOTED.

There being no items raised for discussion, members RESOLVED adoption.

Finance & General Purposes Committee meeting held on 25" February 2025

The minutes of the Finance & General Purposes Committee meeting held on 25t February 2025
having previously been circulated were NOTED.

There being no items raised for discussion, members RESOLVED adoption.

CB3 Management Committee meeting held on 10t March 2025

The minutes of the CB3 Management Committee meeting held on 10™ March 2025 having
previously been circulated were NOTED.

There being no items raised for discussion, members RESOLVED adoption.

Town Amenities Committee meeting held on 18" March 2025
The minutes of the Town Amenities Committee meeting held on 18" March 2025 having previously
been circulated were NOTED.

There being no items raised for discussion, members RESOLVED adoption.
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3109 BUDGET COMPARISION
Members having previously been circulated with a copy of the budget as at 18™ March 2025
NOTED the actual against the budget. No concerns or items of significance were raised.

3110 CALENDAR OF MEETINGS 2025/2026
Members had previously been circulated with a copy of the proposed Calendar of Meetings for
2025/2026. One adjustment was made to record the October Community Engagement meeting as
Thursday 237. RESOLVED.

3111 CONSULTATION DOCUMENTS
No consultation documents had been received.

3112 CORRESPONDENCE

(a) Bridport Town Council — Walking Football — a challenge!
Officers and Councillors at Bridport Town Council has issued a challenge to those of Beaminster
Town Council to a walking football match on a date to be arranged. Members AGREED to take up
the Challenge.

(b) Prout Bridge Project — Public Hall
The Prout Bridge Project were proposing to host a free Christmas lunch for anyone who would be
alone on Christmas Day 2025, the event would be funded and hosted by volunteers. Members
were asked to consider a request to waive the hall hire charge for this event. RESOLVED to waive
hire charges in support of a free lunch for members of the community who might be alone or
vulnerable on Christmas Day.

3113 PROGRESS REPORT
Members NOTED progress as follows:

Public Hall — Creation of office space
Work had begun on site, a completion date week commencing 1 April 2025.

Memorial Lane — access barrier

The Town Clerk advised that subsequent to the agenda being issued there had been an issue with
the quotation provided by National Grid with regard to excavating the trench. A second
quotation had been obtained from a private contractor to excavate the trench at a cost of £1,500.
RESOLVED to ACCEPT the quotation and seek a commencement date.

Playing Field — Public Toilet
Contractor for the project had been appointed, a commencement date awaited.

Play area
Repairs to the spinner had been completed and the new springer due to be installed in the coming

days.

3114 FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS
No items were highlighted.
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3115

3116

3117

PUBLIC BODIES (Admission to Meeting Act) 1960

RESOLVED to exclude public and press from the meeting whilst discussion took place on the
following items on the grounds that publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest by reason
of the confidential nature of business to be transacted in respect of consideration of licence

agreement.

(a) Beaminster Football Club
The Town Clerk advised that a meeting with representatives from the Football Club, BCCP, Town

Council and the Football Foundation had taken place the previous day. A formal response from
the Football Foundation was awaited however as the Football Club and Town Council were
jointly awarded the grant funding they were satisfied that the site would continue to run after
the Town Council had taken over the facility. NOTED.

(b) Unauthorised image
The Town Clerk advised that it had come to light that an image used on the Discover Beaminster

website for which the Council had not sought permission to use, a fine of £300 had been
incurred. NOTED.

DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING

The next scheduled Council meeting would be the Annual Council meeting which would take place
on Tuesday 20t May 2025, to be followed by a routine Council meeting. NOTED.

MEETING
The meeting commenced at 7.00pm and closed at 9.00pm

Chairman
20" May 2025
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