Beaminster Town Council

FINANCE & GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE

Minutes of the Finance & General Purposes Committee meeting held in the Cowie Room, Public
Hall on Tuesday 24" June 2025.
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PRESENT: Clir Biggs (Chairman), Clir Dawkins, Clir Gillings, Clir Gunning and Clir Watts; also
Christine Bright (Town Clerk)

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:
Apologies for absence were received from Clir Anderton, Clir Body, Clir Corbett, Clir Tuff,
Clir Turner and Clir Woods.

ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN
Clir Woods, whilst tendering his apologies for the meeting had indicated he would be

pleased to serve as Chairman for a second year. Clir Biggs proposed Clir Woods, seconded
by Clir Dawkins, there being no other nominations, Clir Woods was elected as Chairman for
the ensuing council year.

ELECTION OF VICE CHAIRMAN
Clir Gunning proposed Clir Biggs, seconded by Clir Dawkins, there being no other
nominations, Clir Biggs was elected as Vice Chairman for the ensuing council year.

MINUTES OF THE FINANCE & GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE MEETING HELD
ON 22NP APRIL 2025

The minutes of the Finance & General Purposes Committee meeting held on 22" April
2025 having been circulated were confirmed a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST & DISPENSATION
No declarations of interest were received.

PAYMENTS & RECIEPTS

Members were tables with details of the payments for the month of June 2025 including
cheque numbers 106086 to 106095, direct debits and bank payments totalling £32,720.53
together with receipts received in the sum of £5,476.74 a copy of which are attached.
Members RESOLVED adoption and payment as presented.

The Town Clerk was asked to clarify the number of payments made to Ecotricity and
establish the timescale remaining on the vehicle lease.

BUDGET COMPARISION

Members had previously been circulated with a copy of the actual year to date figures at
17t June 2025. The Chairman took members through the figures, no significant questions
or comments were raised.
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NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN FUNDING

The Town Clerk drew attention to the recent announcement from Central Government
that following the spending review funding for the preparation and adoption of
Neighbourhood Plans had been withdrawn.

The Council’s consultant had provided a report with regard the options available to be able
to continue with the Beaminster Neighbourhood Plan together with future costings. The
Town Clerk gave a verbal precis of the report, the full report to be circulated to all members
via email.

The Chairman expressed his wish to see a forward plan from the Steering Group to enable
the council to make an informed decision.

CB3 FARES 2025/2026

The Town Clerk appraised members of the proposed costs for the revised timetable
based on the previous ‘Zone’ format but reducing the number of zones down to 3.

The fare structure, based on an adult single ticket price, would mean any ticket issued
within the same zone would be £2.50, a ticket issued in an adjacent zone would be £3.50
and any ticket issued in zone 1 travelling to zone 3 (or vice versa) would be £4.50.
Members RESOLVED to ADOPT the fares with effect from the start of the new route.

INTERNAL AUDIT

Members had previously been circulated with copies of the internal auditors reports for
2024/2025. Members NOTED the Town Clerk’s responses and RESOLVED to ACCEPT
the recommendations.

The Town Clerk drew attention to the recommendation that councillors undertake finance
training; she advised that she had recently attended training on the procurement processes.

REVIEW OF RISK MANAGEMENT AND RISK ASSESSMENTS 2025/2026
Members had previously been circulated with copies of risk assessments and an updated
Risk Management Policy.

During the review a number of amendments/additions were highlighted:

e The addition of the grounds staff workshop in the Memorial Playing Field and its
associated risks

e Public Hall fire risk assessment to include signage advising of ‘meeting points’

o Staff training should include training in operational and compliance policies

e The requirement for a risk assessment covering the transportation of hazardous
materials

e Lone working policy
The addition of ‘dogs on leads’ in the cemetery

The Town Clerk was asked to update the risk assessments accordingly for adoption at the
Council meeting on 22" July 2025.

PROCEDURE FOR HOT WORKS OPERATIONS
Members had previously been circulated with a draft procedure for hot works operations for
adoption at the request of the council’s insurers.

The Town Clerk was asked to clarify authorisation to issue the permit and to submit an
associated risk assessment for council’'s adoption.
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803 DATE OF NEXT MEETING
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805

The date of the next Finance & General Purposes Committee meeting NOTED as Tuesday
19™ August 2025.

PUBLIC BODIES (Admission to meeting) ACT 1960
Members RESOLVED that public and press be now excluded from the meeting whilst

discussion took place on the following items on the grounds that publicity would be
prejudicial to the public interest by reason of the confidential nature of business to be
transacted in respect of consideration of quotations received.

(a) Agility Web Files

The Town Clerk advised that the Chairman of the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group
had enquired whether the Council had the facility of the Group to be able to upload
documents that could be accessed by Group members. An enquiry with the IT company
had resulted in a quotation to set up 3 x Agility Web Files at a cost of £174 + VAT on a
two year contract. RESOLVED to ACCEPT.

The Town Clerk was asked to liaise with the Chairman of the Group with regard to
agreement to adhere to GDPR guidelines.

(b) Finger Post repair

Clir Gunning advised he had been contacted by a member of public with regard to a
broken finger post sign on Beaminster Down, he had subsequently received a quotation
from the gentleman to undertake the repairs in the sum of £1,038.

Clir Watts offered his services to undertake the repair, the Town Clerk was asked to
thank the gentleman for his interest.

(c) Public Toilet — Memorial Playing Field

The Town Clerk advised the construction works were nearing completion and in order to
set up the pay to enter system the Council were required to agree the level of charge.

There were charges associated with the pay to enter system at £15.99 per month for the
SIM, hosting, banking charges and administration fees plus 9-5 5 days a week support
line. In addition to the monthly fee there would be 8% commission on sales.

The Chairman expressed his concerns with régard to the proposal to charge to use,
following extended discussion the Town Clerk was asked to ascertain the council’s
position should it decide to change its decision.

MEETING
The meeting which started at 7.00pm closed at 8.20pm

Chairman
19" August 2025
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