Beaminster Town Council

FINANCE & GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE

Minutes of the Finance & General Purposes Committee meeting held in the Cowie Room, Public
Hall on Tuesday 22™ April 2025.
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PRESENT: Clir Gillings (Chairman), Clir Corbett, Clir Dawkins, Clir Gunning, Clir Tuff,
Clir Turner and Clir Watts; also Christine Bright (Town Clerk)

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:
Apologies for absence were received from Clir Anderton, Clir Body and Clir Woods.

MINUTES OF THE FINANCE & GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE MEETING HELD
ON 25™M FEBRUARY 2025

The minutes of the Finance & General Purposes Committee meeting held on 25" February
2025 having been circulated were confirmed a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST & DISPENSATION
No declarations of interest were received.

PAYMENTS & RECIEPTS

Members were tabled with details of the payments made at the end of the financial year
including cheque numbers 106050 to 106054, direct debit, credit card and bank payments
totalling £4,529.45, together with receipts received in the sum of £700.93, a copy of which
is attached. Members RESOLVED adoption and payment as presented.

Members were tables with details of the payments for the month of April 2025 including
cheque numbers 106055 to 106066, direct debits and bank payments totalling £29,826.51
together with receipts received in the sum of £56,704.57 a copy of which are attached.
Members RESOLVED adoption and payment as presented.

BUDGET COMPARISION

Members had previously been circulated with a copy of the actual year to date figures at
315t March 2025. The Chairman took members through the figures, no significant questions
or comments were raised.

The figures presented indicated a budget deficit in the region of £25,142.

Members had previously been circulated with a copy of the Town Clerk’s end of year report,
the content of which was NOTED.

EARMARKED RESERVES

The Town Clerk drew attention to the financial position at 31t March 2025 as contained
with her report and advised members it would not be financially practical to consider
any contributions to earmarked reserves at the current time, however a further review in
September would be recommended.
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The Town Clerk advised that subsequent to the report being circulated the Council had
received the sum of £53,261.78 CIL payment from Dorset Council in respect of two
developments in the town. In view of the current construction works being undertaken at
the pavilion to provide a public toilet facility the Town Clerk recommended the money
received be used to fund the project, minus the £10,000 lottery grant.

RESOLVED to utilise the CIL funds received to fund the public toilet project, the remaining
balance at the end of the project to be transferred to the CIL earmarked reserve, to be
utilised for future pavilion maintenance.

INTERNAL AUDIT

Members had previously been circulated with a copy of the Internal Auditors report,
members questioned the High risk identified in respect of recommendation 5.2 and
AGREED to defer the acceptance of the report to the Council meeting on 20t May 2025
pending further discussions with the community group and internal auditor.

OPERATION RELENTLESS COMMUNITY FUND - PUBLIC TOILETS CCTV

The Town Clerk advised that notification had been received that applications were invited
for the latest round of the Operation Relentless Community Fund. In light of recent
discussions with regard to enhanced CCTV in both the Playing Field and outside the Public
Toilets the Clerk questioned whether members wished to submit an application.

RESOLVED to submit an application in respect of upgrading the CCTV outside the public
toilets.

VAT CONSULTANT

The Town Clerk advised a quotation had been obtained for the provision of an on-site
review of the Councils VAT activity pending the forthcoming changes to the management of
the sports pavilion. The quotation had been obtained from Parkinson Partnership, a
company that offers an advisory service to Councils via DAPTC in the sum of £1,200 +
VAT.

Members NOTED a review had not been undertaken since registration in 2020 therefore it
was considered prudent to accept the quotation. RESOLVED.

DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The date of the next Finance & General Purposes Committee meeting NOTED as Tuesday
241 June 2025.

PUBLIC BODIES (Admission to meeting) ACT 1960

Members RESOLVED that public and press be now excluded from the meeting whilst
discussion took place on the following items on the grounds that publicity would be
prejudicial to the public interest by reason of the confidential nature of business to be
transacted in respect of consideration of staffing matters, lease/rent agreements and
insurance issues.

(a) Staffing matters — postholder 301
The Town Clerk advised of a request from postholder 301 for permission to take three
weeks annual leave in January 2026. APPROVED subject to all Christmas related
duties had been fulfilled prior to annual leave.
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(b) Beaminster Festival — regular hirers discount
The Town Clerk advised of a request for consideration as to whether Beaminster
Festival might be granted a regular hirers discount for the forthcoming 9 day hire of the
Public Hall facilities. Members considered the Festival to be an integral part of the
Beaminster calendar attracting visitors to the town and RESOLVED a 12% discount on

the hire charge.

c) Beaminster Football Club
The Town Clerk advised the Football Club were considering an application to the
Football Foundation for funding to assist with pitch maintenance costs, however in order
to apply the Club required in excess of 10 years on the Licence agreement with the
Town Council. Members RESOLVED to offer a new 99 year Licence agreement.

(d) Beaminster Cricket Club
The Town Clerk advised an enquiry had been received from the Club as to whether the

Council would consider compensation for the disruption as a result of the
construction work at the pavilion. Clir Gunning advised the request had subsequently
been withdrawn.

(e) Fencing — Memorial Playing Field
As a result of the construction of the new access ramp for the public toilet it
would be necessary to increase the height of a small section of the post & rail fence.

The Town Clerk advised two quotations had been obtained, members RESOLVED to
ACCEPT the quotation received from C G Fry in the sum of £632.50 + VAT

(f) Risk Improvement Report
Members had previously been circulated with a copy of the Risk Improvement Plan
received from the Councils insurers, Aviva. The recommendations within the Plan
concurred with a recent inspection by the Councils fire safety contractor. RESOLVED to

ACCEPT the recommendations within the Plan.

MEETING
The meeting which started at 7.00pm closed at 8.00pm

Chairman
24% June 2025
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