Beaminster Town Council

FINANCE & GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE

Minutes of the Finance & General Purposes Committee meeting held in the Cowie Room, Public
Hall on Tuesday 25" June 2024.

720 PRESENT: Clir Turner (Chairman), Clir Anderton, ClIr Ginder, Clir Gunning; also Christine
Bright (Town Clerk) and Victoria Kingston (Finance Administrator).

721 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:
Apologies for absence were received from Clir Corbett, Clir Gillings, Clir Hutchinson and
Clir Woods.

722 ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN
The Town Clerk asked for nominations for the position of Chairman for the ensuing year, no
nominations from those members present were received. The Town Clerk, in absence of Clir
Woods, advised that he had confirmed he would be happy to take the position. Clir Gunning
proposed Clir Woods, seconded by Clir Turner and AGREED.

723 ELECTION OF VICE CHAIRMAN
The Town Clerk asked for nominations for the position of Vice Chairman for the ensuing year,
no nominations from those members present were received. The Town Clerk, in absence of
ClIr Gillings, advised he had confirmed he would be happy to take the position. Clir Ginder
proposed ClIr Gillings, seconded by Clir Gunning and AGREED.

In the absence of both the elected Chairman and Vice Chairman, Clir Turner was elected
Chairman for the duration of the meeting.

724 MINUTES OF THE FINANCE & GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE MEETING HELD
ON 23RP APRIL 2024
The minutes of the Finance & General Purposes Committee meeting held on 23 April
2024 having been circulated were confirmed a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

725 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST & DISPENSATION
No declarations of interest were received.

726 PAYMENTS & RECIEPTS
Members were tabled with details of the payments made for the month of June 2024
including cheque numbers 105948 to 105969 including two cheques 100052 & 100058 from
CB3 account totalling £30,469.16 together with receipts received in the sum of £4,342.82 a
copy of which are attached. Members RESOLVED adoption and payment as presented.

727 BUDGET 2023/2024
Members had previously been circulated with a copy of the budget position at 18" June
2024, a copy of which is attached. NOTED there were no significant issues to report.
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728 NS & | (earmarked reserves)
Following the recent elections and changes to council membership the Town Clerk advised
the signature mandate for the NS & | account required updating.

RESOLVED signatories for NS & | account as follows:
ClIir Anderton, ClIr Gillings, Clir Ginder, Clir Gunning, Clir Turner and Clir Woods.

729 COMMUNITY FUND
The Town Clerk advised a balance of £2,745 remained unspent of the grant awarded for
the skatepark project. Correspondence had been received from the National Lottery
funding officer for Dorset enquiring if a decision had been made as to how the funds were
to be spent. Clir Gunning felt it would be appropriate to earmark the funds for future .
maintenance of the skate park facility, the Town Clerk was asked to enquire with the
funding officer if that would be acceptable.

730 OUTSTANDING DEBTS
Members had previously been circulated with the details of a number of small outstanding
debts totalling £141.46. AGREED to write off the debts as detailed in the report due to the
insignificant amount compared to staff costs in pursuing further.

731 DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The date of the next Finance & General Purposes Committee meeting NOTED as 20"
August 2024.

732 PUBLIC BODIES (Admission to meeting) ACT 1960
Members RESOLVED that public and press be now excluded from the meeting whilst
discussion took place on the following items on the grounds that publicity would be
prejudicial to the public interest by reason of the confidential nature of business to be
transacted in respect of consideration of lease arrangements, purchase agreement,
financial and staffing considerations.

(a) Fleet Club
The Town Clerk advised the signed lease was awaited.

(b) Finance issues raised at internal audit
Members had previously been circulated with details of two financial issues discussed
with the internal auditor in respect of the recovery of two differing amounts of monies
outstanding to the council.

With regard to the first issue and an outstanding debt, in the circumstances with the
company being dissolved members RESOLVED to write off the debt.

With regard to the second issue regarding an overpayment members RESOLVED to
utilise the credit with the supplier.

(c) Agreement of the sale of telephone kiosk
Members had previously been circulated with a draft purchase/sale agreement between
the town council and a private individual for the telephone kiosk currently situated in
Clay Lane. Members APPROVED the agreement for signature.
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(d) Postholder 103
The Town Clerk advised Postholder 103 had made a request to reduce their contracted
hours down to 23 hours per week for the period 15t July 2024 to 315t August 2025.
Members RESOLVED approval of the request.

733 MEETING
The meeting which started at 7.00pm closed at 8.00pm

Chairman
20t August 2024
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