Beaminster Town Council

FINANCE & GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE

Minutes of the Finance & General Purposes Committee meeting held in the Cowie Room, Public
Hall on Tuesday 27" February 2024.

The Treasurer of the Beaminster WI addressed the Committee in connection with agenda item 6 —
Adoption of BT Telephone Kiosk regarding the organisations wish to donate a defibrillator to the
town and enquired whether the Town Council would be prepared to take responsibility for
maintenance and running costs of the defibrillator if housed in the redundant telephone kiosk.
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PRESENT: Clir Goode (Chairman), Clir Anderton, ClIr Corbett, Clir Dawkins, Clir Gunning,
Clir Monks and CliIr Turner; also Christine Bright (Town Clerk) and one member of the public.

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:
Apologies for absence were received from Clir Beswarick and Clir Woods.

MINUTES OF THE FINANCE & GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE MEETING HELD
ON 9" JANUARY 2024

The minutes of the Finance & General Purposes Committee meeting held on 9™ January
2024 having been circulated were confirmed a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST & DISPENSATION
No declarations of interest were received.

PAYMENTS & RECIEPTS

Members were tabled with the details of the payments made for the month of February
2024 including cheque numbers 105897 to 105910, direct debits and bank payments
totalling £52,371.13 including two cheques numbers 100049 and 100050 from the CB3
account, together with receipts received in the sum of £8,482.27 a copy of which are
attached. Members RESOLVED adoption and payment as presented.

Clir Turner expressed his gratitude to Netherbury Parish Council for their generous
donation to the CB3 community bus.

BUDGET 2023/2024
The Town Clerk advised that with end of the financial year approaching no budget had
been circulated for comparison, there were no significant issues to report. NOTED.

ADOPTION OF BT TELEPHONE KIOSK — CLAY LANE

(a) Adoption Agreement — Members had previously been circulated with a copy of the
agreement for the purchase of the telephone kiosk at the cost of £1, no items of concern
~ were raised and adoption RESOLVED.

(b) Defibrillator — Members had previously been circulated with correspondence received
from the WI. Members RESOLVED to accept the generous offer and AGREED to take
responsibility for the defibrillator.
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OUTSTANDING DEBTORS

Members had previously been circulated with the Town Clerk’s confidential report with
regard to a small number of outstanding debts totalling £105. Members RESOLVED to
write off the debts.

DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The date of the next Finance & General Purposes Committee meeting was scheduled for
Tuesday 23 April 2024.

PUBLIC BODIES (Admission to meeting) ACT 1960
Members RESOLVED that public and press be now excluded from the meeting whilst

discussion took place on the following items on the grounds that publicity would be
prejudicial to the public interest by reason of the confidential nature of business to be
transacted in respect of consideration of potential lease arrangements.

(a) Cemetery extension
The Town Clerk advised members of the latest communication received outlining the
Heads of Terms which conflicted with the Councils understanding following previous
meetings.

Members expressed their disappointment and questioned the financial viability of the
project as previously agreed. The Town Clerk advised a meeting had been arranged
with the agent and members advised the Clerk as to the terms on which to proceed with
the discussions.

(b) Fleet Club
Members had previously been circulated with correspondence received from the
Councils solicitors outlining the background to the current lease and NOTED the
recommendations contained within the summary.

Following discussion members RESOLVED to ACCEPT the recommendation within the
correspondence, the Town Clerk to pursue.

(c) Boundary Wall — Memorial Playing Field
The Town Clerk advised members of the content of correspondence received from the
Councils solicitors with regard to a boundary wall issue, the content of which was
NOTED and AGREED no further action be taken at the present time.

MEETING
The meeting which started at 7.00pm closed at 8.15pm

Chairman
231 April 2024
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